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DEQ uses partnership approach in air quality permit streamlining initiative 
 
(Boise - June 27, 2006) The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality held a first-of-its-kind listening session for 
industry today at its headquarters in Boise.  The session offered attendees an opportunity to advise DEQ on ways to 
streamline the air quality permitting process. 
 
Nearly two dozen people representing high tech, infrastructure, agriculture and natural resource interests attended the 
meeting.  "We are responsible to ensure clean air, water and soil for Idaho's citizens," DEQ Director Toni Hardesty 
said.  "We take that responsibility very seriously.  At the same time, we understand the need to be responsive to the 
industries that create jobs, produce products and help drive Idaho's economy.  These industries understand their 
responsibility to protect Idaho's environment.  This listening session highlights the opportunities for synergy between 
the public and private sectors as we work to be as efficient as possible while doing what's best for Idaho." 
 
Participants spent time in small groups identifying the positive and negative aspects of DEQ's current air quality 
permitting process.  The attendees then offered recommendations for how DEQ can improve the process. 
 
Administrator of Environmental Management Jon Sandoval said, "We're hearing some great ideas that are innovative 
or model what other states are doing to streamline processes.  The attendance today shows we have a good 
relationship with industry in Idaho.  We want to capitalize on that relationship to maintain strong communication and 
make our process more efficient while protecting the environment." 
 
Sandoval went on to say he's working toward a goal of DEQ processing air quality permits within 90 days. "Industry 
tells us that is an acceptable time frame and it gives us the time to carefully review applications and maintain the 
public interest." 
 
Alan Prouty, Director, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs with the J.R. Simplot Company attended the session and 
said, "Timely and efficient air permitting is important to us and we're grateful DEQ is looking to improve the process." 
 
DEQ will take all of the comments and recommendations from today's listening session as it works to create a 
streamlined process within the next six months. "We're going to start implementing the ideas immediately and we'll 
bring in these stakeholders again to assess our progress," Sandoval said. 
 
Idaho Rural Partnership board member Rep. Donna Pence (D-Gooding) said, "This is a good opportunity for industry 
to have open, non-threatening dialogue to discuss issues.  It's also an opportunity for DEQ to identify what's working 
and what needs to be improved." 
 
"This is partnership and collaboration at work," IRP Executive Director Dale Dixon said.  "Rather than going through a 
formal rule-making process, legislative process or litigation, DEQ has created an informal, open opportunity for honest 
discussion.  The end goal is environmental quality. The stakeholders are engaged and people are looking for an 
efficient, business friendly, environmentally conscious way to reach that goal." 
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